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òHistory is more or less 

bunkó - Henry Ford,  
Chicago Tribune, 1916 

DIARY DATES 2010 

Museum open  10 a.m. to 

noon every Wednesday 

Meetings at Museum  

22 Alexandra Street   

Hunters Hill 2110 start at 

10.30 a.m. 

 

Thursday, 26 August ñ

10.30 a.m. at the       

MuseumñAnnual    

General Meeting.     

Reports, election of     

officers. Guest speaker  

John Warden ñBernard 

Otto Holtermann  

 

Monday, 6 September  - 

1030 a.m.ñunveiling of 

historical marker to Dr. 

William Bland at corner 

Victoria and Manning roads, 

Gladesville. 

 

Wednesday, 8 Septem-

berñ10.30 a.m.ñ

History Week talk at 

MuseumñDr William 

Bland and The Lost Sub-
urb of Sydney.  

 

Thursday, 28 October 

10.30 a.m.ñguest speaker 

Michael Yorkñ

Restoration of the 

James Craig. 

 

Monday, 6 December ñ

Historical Society 

Christmas Function ñ

guest speaker Dr. Bever-

ley Sherry.  

   

Membership fees are $10 

per person per year. New 

members are welcome and 

there is no entrance fee. 

The Society is  an approved 

non-profit organization for 

the receipt of donations.  

 

He gave his name to Blandville Court  

T he Hunters Hill Historical 
Society is placing an       

historical marker at the corner of 
Victoria and Manning Roads, 
Gladesville to commemorate 
district pioneer Dr. William 
Bland. 
Mr. Anthony Roberts MP  Mem-
ber for Lane Cove will unveil the 
marker, which takes the form of 
a bronze plaque on a plinth, on 
Monday, 6 September, 2010 at 
10.30 a.m. 
The Housing Commission com-
plex Blandville Court, which 
overlooks the site, was named 
more than 50 years ago to com-
memorate the doctor and        
legislator. A move to change the 
name in 2007 was fiercely re-
sisted by residents and by the 
Historical Society. 
The plaque reads as follows: 
Dr William Bland 
(1789 - 1868) 
Naval surgeon. 
Bland was convicted for killing a fellow 
officer in a duel and transported to 
Sydney in 1814.  
Pardoned in 1815 he was elected to the 
first NSW parliament in 1843 and 
was a founder of Sydney University. 
He developed land at Blandville, next 
to Gladesville Mental Hospital. 
Bland was a scholar, inventor and 
philanthropist. He died penniless after attending 
the sick and poor during an epidemic. 
The name of the suburb Blandville was changed to 
Henley in 1901. 
Dr. Bland is remembered in the naming of Bland-
ville Court. 

Hunters Hill Historical Society Inc. 
 

Blandõs era is remembered in the suburb of 
Henley with the naming of Bland Street, an 
unmade road, and Sherwin Street, named after 
Blandõs assistant. 
Blandville Court has undergone a multi-
million dollar makeover, making it one of the 
most modern public housing facilities in New 
South Wales catering for retired persons. 

This picture of  William Bland was taken in 1845 and 
is believed to be the first professional portrait taken in 

Australia . It is a daguerreotype by our first             
professional photographer George Goodman. Bland 
had been elected to Parliament in 1843. The print ,     

measuring 7.5 cm x 6.3 cm is in the Mitchell Library. 
It is reproduced in An Eye for Photography, by Alan 

Davies, curator of Photographs. 



òBunkó Volume 10, Issue 4 

Page 2 

relevant to Hunters Hill. 

Filesñour family files are the most 
sought- after part of our archives. They 
are frequently consulted, and are exten-
sive. Knowledge of these files is one of 
the most useful ways to help enquirers. 

Institutionsñwe maintain records of 

Hunters Hill churches, clubs, and social 

and sporting bodies 

Photographsñthese are also keenly 

sought by visitors. They require ongo-

ing identification and conservation. 

Data Entryñwe use Mosaic software 

to record all our archives. 

Glass slides, oral history tapes, 8mm 

and 16mm moviesñall to be viewed, 

recorded, edited.  

Tours programme. We will be con-

ducting tours of the Woolwich Dock 

area and of 

Kellys 

Bush, recognizing that the living 

history is out there, and not 

locked up in the museum. We 

want people to run this.  

New deal for volunteers  
It cuts both ways. We are adopt-
ing a policy which recognizes not 
only the responsibility of volun-
teers to the society but also our 
responsibility to our volunteers. 
This recognizes the dignity of our 
volunteers and our responsibility 
to give you a clear picture at all 
times of what we are doing and 
your part in it. 

- Gilbert Wahlquist 
*Alzheimer's syndrome 

 
Officers for  
2009-2010 

President   Gilbert Wahlquist 
Vice-president  

Valerie Craven 
Treasurer    

Graham Percival 
Secretary   

June Beck 
Committee  

Jan Griffiths, Bob Mostyn,  
Ed Gooley  

(public officer),  
Tony Saunders,  
Val Chidgey. 

Volunteering isnðt all that bad 

M y Mum said she knew someone 
who said òSometimes I sits and 

thinks but mostly I just sitsó. 
If you are that person, do not read on. Return to 
the Daily Telegraph. 
Still with us?  
The Museum has plenty of activities to make you 
think ðthe sort of thing that might just keep Dr. A* 
from your door. 
We are making over the museum into a place that 
tells stories ðexciting stories of Hunters Hill and its 
people, and introducing people to the wonderful 
things in our collection and the stories which go 
with them. 
Since we reorganized our storage by rescuing 
things from the shelves and installing  a Compac-
tus storage system, Jan and June have found a 
whole lot of things that had been, well, forgotten. 
We are bursting to tell people about them, but we 
need volunteers to help. 
Fancy some exploring? 
How about these? 

Booksñread and record details of Hunters Hill 
people         

Newspapersñread and check for local references 

Exhibits and Displays - need to be planned, pre-
pared and presented in the display cabinets. Top-
ics are local families, current events, high achievers 
(individual and group) past and present -anything 

For  COUNTRY read Hunters Hill Historical Society 
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Will Priory live on lamingtons?  

M embers of the  Museum committee inspected The 
Priory on Wednesday, 21 July 2010.  

The citizens of Hunters Hill  have hungered for years to 
get their hands on this  building, which is so much a part 
of our heritage. It has the best view in Sydney. It is about 
the French. It is about the Marists. It is about the past 
which Hunters Hill is determined to conserve. 
When it was handed over to Hunters Hill Council by the 
Department of Lands it needed a lot of money spent on 
it, not only to restore it to its former glory but simply to 
make it safe. Think one million dollars. The mayor, Cr. 
Susan Hoopmann and the general manager Barry Smith 
who are trustees of the building, are relying on  charitable 
donations to fix the holes in the roof.  
Fortunately spirited citizens are showing that philan-
thropy isnõt dead in Australiaõs wealthiest suburb . Is 
charitable donation code for cook up some lamingtons? We 
hope not.  
If you canõt give a couple of grand, cook up a batch of 
cup cakes or lamingtons anywayñdo something.   One 
of the possibilities for The Priory is that it could become 
a cultural centre with food and function facilities. The 
mix is uncertain until the place is presentable.  
The Museum committee considers that we could have a 
part to play in the re-invention of The Priory, telling the 
districtõs stories, hosting tours, accommodating research-

ers. We have sent the   
council an expression of 
interest....and our members 
are donating. 
 

 
 

Holtermann put his gold to good use  

D r John Warden, our guest speaker in August,  is a 
retired anaesthetist and now honorary archivist at 

Royal North Shore Hospital.  He is a member of the     
Society of Australian Genealogists with active involvement 
in family history research for over 20 years, a member of 
the Probus Club of Sydney and most recently a member of 
the North Shore Historical Society.  His interest in Bernard 
Otto Holtermann started in 2003 when, as a volunteer in 
the Shore School Archives, he assembled material for a 
display on Holtermannõs connection with the schoolõs 
buildings.   

The talk on Holtermann will refer to his background, 
arrival in Australia and his time on the goldfields of Hill 
End and Tambaroora.  Following the discovery of    
Holtermannõs nugget, his wealth allowed him to branch 
into major photographic projects, as well as becoming a 
commercial entrepreneur.  Finally he became a              
parliamentarian but died prematurely in 1885 aged 47. 

Planning for municipalityðs 150th 

H unters Hill Council resolved on 26 July to form a     
working party to advise and assist celebrate the            

Muncipalityõs 150th Anniversary next year.  
Members areñ 
1st Hunters Hill Scout Group, Tony Atkinson; Boronia 
Park Public School, Karen Young; Hunters Hill Citizen of 
the Year, Monica Carroll; Hunters Hill High School, 
Yvonne Robinson.  
Hunters Hill Historical Society, Gil Wahlquist; Hunters 
Hill Rotary Club, Adrian Coglan; Hunters Hill RSL Sub 
Branch, Frank Larbalestier; Hunters Hill State Emergency 
Service,  Graham Mitchell; Hunters Hill Theatre Inc, Gay 
Shannon; Hunters Hill Trust Inc, Tony Coote; Hunters 
Hill Young Citizen of the Year, Angelica Triont (and Soula 
Triont); Northern District Times Newspaper, Colin Kerr; 
Ryde/Hunters Hill Cricket Club, Alison Jones; Ryde/
Hunters Hill Library, John Maunder; St Josephõs College, 
Br John Mullins; The Weekly Times Newspaper, John 
Booth AM; National Trust Vienna Cottage Committee, 
John Birch AM. 

This is what we should have said  

O ur supporter Dorothy Cubban has pointed out that 
the captions on pictures in the June Bunk were in 

error. It was actually William Patching presenting the 
slides. Those in the other picture were Arthur  Patching 
children Dorothy Cubban, William Patching of Corrimal 
and Helen Hart, of Bundeena, granddaughter of Arthur 
Patching. 

William  
Patching with a 

gift of glass 
slides for the 

museum 

Priory needs your gold nugget  Bernard Otto Holtermann 
and the gold  nugget he 
found at Hill End. John 
Warden will speak about 
Holtermann at our          
October meeting. 



Address mail to  
The Secretary  
Hunters Hill Historical Society 
Inc 
P. O. Box 98  
Hunters Hill, NSW, 2110  
Phone 02 9816 1372 
 
museum@huntershill.nsw.gov.au  

H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y  OF   
H U N T E R S  H I L L  I N C 

Editor ñGilbert Wahlquist  

Phone 02 9816 2627 

ewahlquist2@optusnet.com.au  

ABN    72012103152                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

After a visit to the Hawkesbury Regional Museum 
at Windsor on  21 June, members ended up in the  

cemetery of St. Mathews Church. 

We get around  
Top picture�² From left�² Margaret 
Gifford and Valerie Craven at 
Hunters Hill Theatre in Margaret 
Street with scenic artist Geoff Keily  
and theatre president Lynn       
Trainor. The visit to the theatre, 
followed a lunch on 22 July at the 
Woolwich Hotel with members of 
the theatre. The theatre celebrates 
its 80th birthday in October. 
 
(Right �³ French Consul-General 
Lionel Majeste-Larrouy opens the 
Windows on History exhibition at 
the Laperouse museum on 13 July., 
2010 


